Evoked potentials obtained with tendon percussion in hemiplegic patients.
The purpose of this research was to verify in a group of hemiplegic subjects the usefulness of potentials obtained with tendon tap by evaluating the integrity of the proprioceptive area in relation to lesions in the middle cerebral artery territory. The healthy and paretic sides in 10 subjects affected by hemiplegia have been studied using the cerebral potential evoked by tendon tap. Two sets of 150 stimuli for each lower limb were applied at a standard repetition rate of 1 stimulus per 16 seconds. Data obtained shows a reduction of the amplitude of the P1-N1 cortical complex derived from the paretic side. This effect appears to be related to the entity of the kinaesthetic sensitivity impairment.